
New Jersey Academics Surprise Us At The Helena Forest Landowner Conference 

 

Nancy Jackson, Professor in the Department of Chemistry & Environmental Science at the New 

Jersey Institute of Technology, found our event by Googling  “forest landowner conferences.”  

She and her two student assistants, Alec Ratyosyan and Chrystoff Camacho, registered online 

and checked in bright and early.  It was indeed a pleasant surprise to meet them and learn about 

their research.  

 

 

 

Our thanks to Nancy for submitting the following article: 

 

First, we would like to thank the Montana Landowners Conference participants for taking time to 

speak to us during our visit.  The information, expertise and feedback we gathered was 

invaluable to us. We are working on a project, funded by the National Science Foundation, 

focused on identifying challenges that landowners face in the forestry sector. Our team is 

developing an aerial reforestation platform and decision support tool using drones and 

customized software. Our goal is to better understand the forestry sector and to use what we 

learn to refine our technology to better meet landowner needs. 

 

Over the past six months, the team travelled across the country speaking to private landowners, 

foresters, loggers, and land managers. Landowner conferences are the ideal place to learn about 

current programs, changes in policies, and emerging issues in each state and speak directly to 



landowners. We learned that forest landowners and managers across the country have shared 

concerns including: control of invasive species, cost of reforestation versus natural regeneration, 

sustaining forest ecosystems, developing and securing markets for timber, and compliance with 

regulatory requirements. Montana made our shortlist of landowner conferences because we were 

interested in learning more about wildfires and post-fire mitigation. Many conference 

participants we spoke to provided valuable insight, based on their direct knowledge and 

experience, to forest fire hazards, fuel load, current policies, and the time and labor involved to 

regenerate forests after a fire.  

At the end of the last day of the conference the team hiked Mount Helena.  Mount Helena 

provided a scenic view that overlooked the city, and offered the team some time to connect with 

the beautiful outdoors. 

 

 

 


